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WELCOME TO GRACE: We rejoice over your presence this day as we gather in 

the Name and in the worship of our Lord.  If you are a GUEST with us today, we 

hope you feel welcome in our church family and invite you to worship with us 

again.  If you are interested in membership at Grace or want to know more about 

our church and our faith, please indicate your interest on the ATTENDANCE 

FORM in the pew. 
 

Grace’s Mission 

T Sharing God’s Grace  

          T Living His Word 

                   T Making Disciples 
 

Grace Lutheran Church is one of more than six thousand congregations of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
 

We Believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God and the sole source for all 

Christian teaching and practice. II Timothy 3:16 
 

We Believe “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 

whosever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 
 

We Believe “by grace you have been saved through faith and that not of yourselves; 

it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

We Believe our relationship with everyone is based upon Jesus’ words: “Love one 

another as I have loved you.”  John 15:12 
 

Child Care We care about your children.  We encourage parents with small 

children to help them participate in our worship.  We ask you to have your children 

go to the restroom and get a drink before the service, and refrain from leaving 

during worship, unless there is an emergency.  We have available a cry room 

equipped with sound located at the back of the sanctuary.  Children’s bulletins with 

activities are available.   
 

Hearing Impaired For those who need assistance, please ask an usher for a 

wireless hearing aid. They are easy to use. 
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4th Sunday after Epiphany      February 2, 2025 

As Jesus made His way through Galilee, He entered into the synagogue at 

Capernaum to preach the Good News. He was interrupted by a man possessed by an 

unclean spirit. Undeterred, Jesus casts the demon out, and then continues to preach 

to the amazement of all. We see in this simple story a truth: The Savior who speaks 

Good News authenticates His Word through His deeds. Good News and healing go 

together. May we all be people who do not just talk the good talk, but walk the good 

walk in Jesus’ name! 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Welcome 
 

412 The People That in Darkness Sat 

 

 

 
 

5 His righteous government and pow’r D 6  Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    Shall over all extend;        And make us Thine alone, 

On judgment and on justice based,   Who with the Father ever art 

    His reign shall have no end,       And Holy Spirit, one, 

    His reign shall have no end.       And Holy Spirit, one, 
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Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Proper Psalm 71:1–6; antiphon: v. 12 

P  1In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 

   let me never be | put to shame! 

C   2In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 

   incline your ear to me, and save me! 

P  3Be to me a rock of refuge, 

   to which I may continually come; 

C  you have given the command to save me, 

   for you are my rock and my fortress. 

P  4Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, 

   from the grasp of the unjust and cruel man. 

C  5For you, O Lord, are my hope, 

   my trust, O LORD, from my youth. 

P  6Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; 

   you are he who took me from my mother’s womb. 

C  My praise is continually of you. 

 

945 Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved 
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Confession and Absolution 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

  

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean. 

C Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

  

P We have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. 

C Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

  

P Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your 

grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 

mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your 

Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 

obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

  

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 

Son to be born in our flesh, to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. 

C Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

  

P As a called and ordained servant of the Word and by His authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and the Holy Spirit. To those 

who believe on His name He gives the power to become the children of God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit. Those that believe and are baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this, Lord, to us all. 

C Amen. 
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947 All Glory Be to God on High 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546; tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: attr. Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005190 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Collect of the Day 
P Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty 

we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers 

and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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Old Testament Jeremiah 1:4–10 
L  The Old Testament reading for the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany is from the 

prophet, Jeremiah, chapter one: 

 

 4Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; 

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

6Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 

youth.” 7But the LORD said to me, 

“Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; 

for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, 

and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 
8Do not be afraid of them, 

for I am with you to deliver you, 

declares the LORD.” 

9Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, 

“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 
10See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, 

to pluck up and to break down, 

to destroy and to overthrow, 

to build and to plant.” 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 12:31b—13:13 
 

L  The Epistle reading for this morning is from Paul’s first letter to Corinth, chapter 

twelve: 

 

 I will show you a still more excellent way. 

 1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or 

a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 

nothing. 3If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not 

love, I gain nothing. 

 4Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does 

not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at 

wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things, endures all things. 

 8Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will 

cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 
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10but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11When I was a child, I spoke 

like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave 

up childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know 

in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

 13So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse Psalm 97:1 
P  Alleluia. The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice;  

C  let the many coastlands be glad! Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 4:31–44 
P  The Holy Gospel of our Lord is from the Gospel of St. Luke, the fourth chapter: 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 31[Jesus] went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the 

Sabbath, 32and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. 
33And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he 

cried out with a loud voice, 34“Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 

you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 35But Jesus 

rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown 

him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. 36And they were 

all amazed and said to one another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he 

commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37And reports about him went out into 

every place in the surrounding region. 

 38And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s 

mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 39And he 

stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and began 

to serve them. 

 40Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various 

diseases brought them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed 

them. 41And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he 

rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the 

Christ. 

 42And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people 

sought him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, 43but he said 

to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; 

for I was sent for this purpose.” 44And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 

 

P  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C  Praise to be to You, O Christ! 
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Gradual Psalm 102:15–16 

P  Nations will fear the name of the LORD, 

C  and all the kings of the earth will fear your glory. 

P  For the LORD builds up Zion; 

C  he appears in his glory. 

 

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005190 
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Sermon “When Necessary, Use Words” 
 

953 We All Believe in One True God 

 

 

 
Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the Church of God and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the gift of the Holy Scriptures, both Law and 

Gospel, in which we see our sin and see Your love in our Savior. As Christ is true 

Prophet and Savior of this world, give us faith to continue to hear His voice and find 

comfort in His work of salvation. Bless the proclamation of the Word, and raise 

faithful servants who will share Your commands and the forgiveness that comes 

through Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Ever-giving Lord, grant continued faith by Your Holy Spirit through the hearing of 

Your Word that we be fed and nourished. Produce in us good fruit for the sake of 

selves and others, that we not cause others to stumble but to walk firmly in Your 

ways. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P All-powerful Lord, at whose Word and authority even unclean and evil spirits submit 

and obey, hinder the work of Satan in our lives that Your kingdom and victory be 

known to all. Give Your peace and presence to those who suffer any affliction, 

[including . . .]. Enable us to be a blessing to those in their time of need. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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Additional petitions may follow. 

  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Offering 
 
Voluntary Organ 

“Contemplation” 
 

626 Come, Let Us Eat 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): tr. Margaret D. Miller, 1927, alt.; (st. 4): Gilbert E. Doan, 1930–2024, alt. 
Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: Billema Kwillia, 1925 
Text (st. 4): © 1972 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005190 
Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: © Lutheran World Federation. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005190 
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Prayer 
P Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation we come to Your table to eat and drink Your 

holy body and blood. Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in 

faith for the salvation of our souls and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; for He is the light of the world and scatters the darkness, and He has called 

upon us to reflect His light and share His compassion with others. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

949 Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 
Tune: Amanda Husberg, 1940–2021 
Text: © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005190 
Tune: © 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005190 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 
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5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O pride and pow’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

817 Earth and All Stars 
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5 Classrooms and labs! 

    Loud boiling test tubes! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

    Athlete and band! 

    Loud cheering people! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

 

6 Knowledge and truth! 

    Loud sounding wisdom! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

    Daughter and son! 

    Loud praying members! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

 

7 Children of God, 

    Dying and rising, 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

    Heaven and earth, 

    Hosts everlasting, 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 

Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922–87 
Text and tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005190 

 

https://pastoralkorn.blogspot.com/2016/06/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer 
P  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 

throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together 

with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which 

has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

Benediction (Pauline) 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord 
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5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 

 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See Your light and heed Your call. 
Text: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier, 1774–1841; tr. composite 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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To God Alone Be the Glory 
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Reader ....................................................................................................... Hope Molina 

Acolyte .................................................................................................... Chase Warren 
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Ushers ......................................................................................................... Todd Byars 
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 ............................................................................................................... Steve DeShaw 

 ................................................................................................................. Pete Lufholm 
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Teller ......................................................................................................... Merle Raven 

Nursery Attendant .............................................................................. Michelle Boyles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 

 

GRACE PRAYS 
We continue to pray for the following: 

• Wisdom for our nation’s leaders. 

• Strength and commitment in tending our baptismal journey. 

• For the ministry of our ECP and the families it blesses. 

• For our congregation’s leaders, the Spirit would guide their work. 

• For our congregation, each member would see that he/she is a vital element for our 

mission and ministry as a church. 

• For the victims of the wildfires in Southern California and the safety of all the 

emergency responders serving and protecting them. 
 

ONGOING HEALTH PROBLEMS  
❖ Mike Barbian, Charles Colgan, BJ Haley, Mary Ann Johnston, & Melinda 

Richmond. 

ILL OR RECOVERING 
❖ Susan Johnson (Virginia DeBerry’s mom) went home on 1/22 after removing her 

left kidney from cancer. 

❖ Chuck Wolfmueller (Thomas’ father) is at MD Anderson. He had surgery to stop 

the bleeding on 1/17. 

❖ Chris Moritz (Khristi’s son) had hip surgery on 1/28 and all went well. 

❖ Kathy Cox (Gwen McWhorter’s mom) her L3 is fractured. Waiting on Ortho for 

next steps. 

❖ Diane Richey (Carol Massie’s sister) is having a blood transfusion on 1/30 & a 

scan on 2/5 to check for a bleed or if the lung mass is causing her weakness & 

other problems. 

❖ Chuck (Khristi Moritz’s father-in-law) was admitted to the ER on 1/29 unable to 

speak or recognize family. 

 

 

The flowers this morning have been provided to the glory of God by 
 

Ryan & Tiffani Hamilton 

In thankfulness for all of God’s blessings 
 

and 
 

Chloe, Claire, & Clay Schimank 

In celebration of our Mom, Rachel Schimank’s birthday 
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Listening Posts through February . . .  
 

Prompting Questions 

As you think about participating in a “listening post,” you may think to yourself, “What does he 

want to hear?” To help participants think about what they would like to share, the following 

“prompting questions” have been posted. They are in no particular order and you may elect to 

disregard them; they are offered as starting points for you to think through what you desire to say. 

 

[1] Do I believe God’s best blessings are before us or behind us? Do we have a future or has 

God moved on? 

 

[2] What are my fondest memories about Grace? What are my saddest memories? As I 

reflect on my time at Grace, what brings a smile to my face or tears to my eyes? 

 

[3] How do we view and handle conflict that arises due to the differences we bring to the 

table? Are there any unwritten rules about how we deal (or, don’t) with differences of opinion 

or people we disagree with? 

 

[4] What needs to die in order for us to live? Are there programs or ideas that may have been 

effective in the past, but now are limiting the health and growth of our congregation? 

 

[5] Does our church view the changing culture as a problem to be solved or as an opportunity 

to be embraced? What has changed in Midland over the past ten years? What kind of impact 

has it had on our community? Congregation? 

 

[6] What is the difference between doing church or being church? Do I feel that church is 

something I attend, or is it a lifestyle to be practiced? 

 

[7] Do I feel confident inviting my non-churched friends to Grace congregation? Why would 

you say “yes”? Why would you say “no”? What are the strengths of our church family that 

could benefit others? What are things that may hinder our ministry? 

https://freepngimg.com/png/32649-listening-ear
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Grace Lutheran Church  

www.GraceLutheranMidland.org 

office@gracelutheranmidlandtx.org 
 
 

Our Ministry Staff 
Reverend Dr. Mike Ramey, Interim Pastor ............................................................... 443-655-1485 

 ................................................................................................ pastor@gracelutheranmidlandtx.org 

Carol Massie, Director of Children, Youth, & Family Life .............................................. 638-4153 

Mrs. Amy Hoppman, Early Childhood Director ............................................................... 894-7027 

Ms. Victoria J. Crawson, Church Office Administrator ........................................... 626-484-9723 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please see Grace in Action for the week’s calendar and other 

Important information regarding the ministry of our congregation! 

http://www.gracelutheranmidland.org/
mailto:office@gracelutheranmidlandtx.org
mailto:pastor@gracelutheranmidlandtx.org

