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WELCOME TO GRACE: We rejoice over your presence this day as we gather in 

the Name and in the worship of our Lord. 
 

Grace’s Mission 

T Sharing God’s Grace  
          T Living His Word 
                   T Making Disciples 
 

Grace Lutheran Church is one of more than six thousand congregations of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
 

We Believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God and the sole source for all 

Christian teaching and practice. II Timothy 3:16 
 

We Believe “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 

whosever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 
 

We Believe “by grace you have been saved through faith and that not of yourselves; 

it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

We Believe our relationship with everyone is based upon Jesus’ words: “Love one 

another as I have loved you.”  John 15:12 
 

Child Care We care about your children.  We encourage parents with small 

children to help them participate in our worship.  We ask you to have your children 

go to the restroom and get a drink before the service, and refrain from leaving 

during worship, unless there is an emergency.  We have available a cry room 

equipped with sound located at the back of the sanctuary.  Children’s bulletins with 

activities are available. 
 

Hearing Impaired For those who need assistance, please ask an usher for a 

wireless hearing aid.  They are easy to use. 
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  WORSHIP FOLDER 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 26, 2023 
“CROSS” WAY 

 

 

AS WE GATHER  
Each Sunday in Lent brings us closer to Holy Week and closer to the foot of the 

cross. In a sense, we are annual pilgrims traveling on the way of and to the cross. 

Each year is slightly different from the one that has come before on that cross way. 

According to the liturgical year in the Church, we are closer today to the death of 

Christ and His glorious resurrection than we were a week ago. And, according to 

our earthly lives, we are drawing closer to our own individual death and 

resurrection. Along this way, we intersect with the cross, which serves as a sign for 

our lives at all times. May we each be blessed in our pilgrimage! 
 

[If your health limits you, please don’t feel required to stand during the worship 

service.] 
 

 

 

In the Name of the 

Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit 
 

 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  
 

WELCOME 

T SERVICE OF PREPARATION T 
 

 

  



3 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN                   (Please Stand for Last Verse)     LSB 420                                            
“Christ, the Life of All the Living” 
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5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

    Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

    Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, 

    I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

    For that last triumphant cry, 

    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

 
Public domain 
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INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES        Psalm 36:5, 7-9 
P  Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, 

C  Your faithfulness to the clouds. 
 

P  How precious is Your steadfast love, O God! 

C  The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of Your wings. 
 

P  They feast on the abundance of Your house, 

C  and You give them drink from the river of Your delights. 
 

P  For with You is the fountain of life; 

C  in Your light do we see light. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                             
P     Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily 

magnify Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

P  Humble yourselves before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His 

forgiveness. 

C     Almighty God, merciful Father, we acknowledge our sinful nature and 

repent of our sins—those of which we are not aware and those we know 

full well. We do not love You and other people as we ought. We are often 

careless with Your creation and heedless in choosing the proper priorities 

of our lives. Yet it is our intent to say and do that which honors You. For 

the sake of Jesus grant us Your forgiveness so that, as Your redeemed 

people, we may be fit places for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and may 

serve You in time and  

P     God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. In the stead and by the 

command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace 

Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body 

be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 

faithful; He will surely do it. Go in  peace. 

C  Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 
 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P    Let us pray. Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your 

people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C     Amen. 

(please be seated) 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC JOYFUL CHORUS 
 

“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                  EZEKIEL 37:1-14 
(Life is restored in the valley of the dry bones.) 

1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he 

led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of 

the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can 

these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of 

the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to 

enter you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh 

to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 

live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 7So I prophesied as I was 

commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and 

the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But 
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there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; 

prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from 

the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived 

and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 11Then he said to me, “Son of 

man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are 

dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say 

to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you 

from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And 

you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from 

your graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall 

live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the 

LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                      PSALM 130; ANTIPHON V. 7 
 

P O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and 

with him is plentiful redemption. 
 

P  Out of the depths 

C  I cry to you, O LORD! 

P  O Lord, hear my voice! 

C  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 
 

P  If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 

C  O Lord, who could stand? 

P  But with you there is forgiveness, 

C  that you may be feared. 

P  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

C  and in his word I hope; 

P  my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 

C  more than watchmen for the morning. 

P  O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

C  and with him is plentiful redemption. 

P  And he will redeem Israel 

C  from all his iniquities. 
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A     Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 

         was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and 

with him is plentiful redemption. 
 

EPISTLE     ROMANS 8:1-11 

(Life in the Spirit through Christ.) 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For 

the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 

death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin 

in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled 

in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those 

who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 

who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set 

the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to 

God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 

him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit 

is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 

dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to 

your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

 (please stand) 
 

VERSE                John 11:25, Hebrews 12:2 
 

P     I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet 

shall he live. O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising 

the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. I am the 

resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he 

live. 
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(Tradition dictates that our eyes follow the cross. Please remain standing until the 

cross has been returned to its original position. The Gospel is read from the center 

of the church to symbolize the Gospel in our midst.) 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                         JOHN 11:1-45 

(The sign of the raising of Lazarus from the dead.) 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11th chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 

sister Martha. 2It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his 

feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, 

saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God 

may be glorified through it.” 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
6So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 

where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 
8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, 

and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in 

the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light 

of this world. 10But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is 

not in him.” 11After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has 

fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 

fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they 

thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, 

“Lazarus has died, 15and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you 

may believe. But let us go to him.” 16So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his 

fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 17Now when Jesus 

came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Bethany 

was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20So when Martha 

heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in 

the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will 

give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, 

“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to 

her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet 

shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 
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believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the 

Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 28When she had said this, she went 

and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling 

for you.” 29And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus 

had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met 

him. 31When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary 

rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the 

tomb to weep there. 32Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she 

fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her 

also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34And he 

said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus 

wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, 

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from 

dying?” 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 

stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 

dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been 

dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you 

would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up 

his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you 

always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they 

may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out with 

a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died came out, his hands 

and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to 

them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come 

with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him,  
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
(please be seated) 

 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                       LSB 430                                     
“My Song Is Love Unknown” 

 

 

 

 
 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 
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7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
 

Public domain 

© John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012017. 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON TITLE:            “IN IT TO WIN IT!” 

SERMON TEXT:                ROMANS 8:1-11 
 

 
 

(please stand) 
 

APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

(please be seated) 
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WE OFFER OUR FIRST FRUITS 
(Financial support of Grace Lutheran Church is considered a privilege of 

membership. Although all offerings are welcome, we do not expect them from our 

visitors.) 

 
 

VOLUNTARY MELANIE HALL, SOPRANO 
 

“Precious Jesus” 
 

(please stand) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Each petition ends with, 

P Let us pray to the Lord; 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                     
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.       Numbers 6:24-26 

C  Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMN TO DEPART         LSB 685 
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012017. 

Public domain 
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POSTLUDE      
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To God Alone Be the Glory 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Presiding Minister ..................................................................... Reverend Robert Pase 

Organist.............................................................................................. Richelle Gengler 

Joyful Chorus Director ............................................................................. Cindy Hilton 

Soprano ..................................................................................................... Melanie Hall 

Acolyte ................................................................................................ Jordyn Hamilton 

Elders ......................................................... Thomas Wolfmueller / Dennis Wehmeyer 

Ushers ...................................................................................................... Brent Keesee 

 ......................................................................................................... Dennis Wehmeyer 

 ...................................................................................................................... Jim Raven 

 .................................................................................................................... Tim Benton 

Altar Guild ................................................................. Virginia DeBerry / Pat Lufholm 

Teller ................................................................................................. Jonathan McCann 

Nursery .................................................................................... Alanna & Kate Stansell 

 

GRACE PRAYS 
We continue to pray for the following: 

• Protection for our armed forces and strength for their families and Lt. Aaron Bell 

and his family. 

• Wisdom for our nation’s leaders. 

• Continued guidance and blessing for Pastor Pase. 

• Continued guidance and blessing for Ms. Carol. 

• Strength and commitment in tending our baptismal journey. 

• Our Stephen Ministers. 

• Our ECP 
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ONGOING HEALTH PROBLEMS  
❖ Mary Ann Johnston, Royce Parsley, Melinda Richmond, Eleen Schulze, 

David Stock, & Holly Walker. 

ILL OR RECOVERING 
❖ Chuck Wolfmueller (Thomas’ dad) is still having chemo treatments. His 2/27 

scan shows cancer is stable. Still waiting on next steps. 

❖ Pastor Erik Stadler is undergoing radiation treatments for prostate cancer. 

❖ Jim Hill (former member), his cancer has returned. He’s had a PET scan and 

blood draws. Met with doctors on 3/23. 

❖ Manuel Gardea (Grace custodian) is back in the ICU at MMH on 3/21 with 

another brain bleed. 

❖ Sandra Parsley had a swallowing test on 3/13 in Dallas Methodist. Results 

coming soon. 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
❖ Paul King (cousin of Gwen McWhorter) had aspiration pneumonia, which left 

him unconscious. He is completely clear now. 

❖ Kinsey Pase’s 3/13 procedure at Baylor, Dallas was successful. She was released 

on 3/14 to go home. 

❖ Zoey Evans (Diane Wood’s granddaughter) had knee cartilage repair on 3/13 in 

Lubbock. She should start rehab in about 1 week. 

❖ Piper Evans (Diane Wood’s granddaughter) had gallbladder removal on 3/16 in 

Lubbock. All is well and she’s home. 

❖ Mason Pase had 2 successful procedures on 3/16 for tubes and adenoids.  

❖ Georgi Rushing was released from the hospital on 3/16 and is home. 

PRAYERS OF MOURNING 
❖ Evelyn Recie Henthorn of Hillsboro, TX died on 3/21. Evelyn was the 

grandmother of Janna Mukherjee, (daughter-in-law of Norma Mukherjee, Jerry 

Damm’s sister in New Orleans.) 

❖ Rev. Ken Klaus, served at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Palestine, TX & 

former Lutheran Hour speaker died on 3/23. 
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Grace Lutheran Church – LCMS 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation  

3000 West Golf Course Road 

Midland, Texas 79701-2998 

Church Office – (432) 697-3221 

ECP Office – (432) 694-3063 

www.GraceLutheranMidland.org 

office@gracelutheranmidlandtx.org 
 

 

Our Ministry Staff 
Reverend Robert Pase, Senior Pastor ................................................................................ 425-9531 

Carol Massie, Director of Children, Youth, & Family Life .............................................. 638-4143 

Mrs. Amy Hoppman, Early Childhood Director ............................................................... 894-7027 

Ms. Victoria J. Crawson, Church Office Administrator ........................................... 626-484-9723 

Lea Keesee, Parish Nurse .................................................................................................. 634-2580 

 

 

 
PLEASE SEE GRACE IN ACTION FOR THE WEEK’S CALENDAR AND OTHER 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING THE MINISTRY OF OUR CONGREGATION! 

http://www.gracelutheranmidland.org/
mailto:office@gracelutheranmidlandtx.org

