WELCOME TO GRACE: We rejoice over your presence this day as we gather in
the Name and in the worship of our Lord.
Grace’s Mission
T Sharing God’s Grace
T Living His Word
T Making Disciples
Grace Lutheran Church is one of more than six thousand congregations of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
We Believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God and the sole source for all
Christian teaching and practice. II Timothy 3:16
We Believe “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that
whosever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16
We Believe “by grace you have been saved through faith and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9
We Believe our relationship with everyone is based upon Jesus’ words: “Love one
another as I have loved you.” John 15:12
Child Care We care about your children. We encourage parents with small
children to help them participate in our worship. We ask you to have your children
go to the restroom and get a drink before the service, and refrain from leaving
during worship, unless there is an emergency. We have available a cry room
equipped with sound located at the back of the sanctuary. Children’s bulletins with
activities are available.
Hearing Impaired For those who need assistance, please ask an usher for a
wireless hearing aid. They are easy to use.

WORSHIP FOLDER
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
AUGUST 7, 2022
“THE ASSURANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR”
AS WE GATHER
Today’s Epistle is from Hebrews 11, the “by faith” chapter. It lists heroes of faith,
people who trusted in God’s promises, assured of what they hoped for (the
definition of faith). The Reading from Genesis singles out Abram believing God,
for which God counted it to him as righteousness. Now we can look back, knowing
that in one descendant of Abraham, Jesus, all God’s promises were kept. His
calming words in the Gospel give us the assurance we need to rely on God’s care
and concern when we don’t have all we think we need. “Seek [God’s] kingdom, and
these things will be added to you,” He promises (Luke 12:31). Our faith-filled
response echoes today’s Psalm: “Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even
as we hope in You” (Psalm 33:22).

TEACHING CONCERNING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Grace in the confession and glad confidence
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen
our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who
trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until he comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do
so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which
is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with
Pastor Pase or the Elder on duty.
[If your health limits you, please don’t feel required to stand during the worship service.]

In the Name of the
Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
CHIMES CALL TO WORSHIP
WELCOME
T SERVICE OF PREPARATION T

ENTRANCE HYMN
“How Firm a Foundation”

(Stand for Last Stanza)

LSB 728

“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”
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INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection.)
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE
“This Is the Feast”

LSB 155
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as
Your people who offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith,
and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

(please be seated)

OLD TESTAMENT READING

GENESIS 15:1-6

(God tells Abram he will have a large family and, through one offspring, countless inheritors of
His promises.)

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O
Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no
offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4And behold, the word
of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son
shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven,
and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your offspring be.” 6And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.
1

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM

PSALM 33:12-22; ANTIPHON V. 20

P
P
C

Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.
Blessèd is the nation whose God is the LORD,
the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!

P
C

The LORD looks down from heaven;
he sees all the children of man;

P
C

from where he sits enthroned he looks out
on all the inhabitants of the earth,

P
C

he who fashions the hearts of them all
and observes all their deeds.

P
C

The king is not saved by his great army;
a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.

P
C

The war horse is a false hope for salvation,
and by its great might it cannot rescue.

P
C

Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,
on those who hope in his steadfast love,

P
C

that he may deliver their soul from death
and keep them alive in famine.

P
C

Our soul waits for the LORD;
he is our help and our shield.

P
C

For our heart is glad in him,
because we trust in his holy name.

P
C

Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in you.

A

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P

Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.

EPISTLE

HEBREWS 11:1-16

(People of faith before us are examples for us.)
1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
2
For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand
that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not
made out of things that are visible. 4By faith Abel offered to God a more
acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous,
God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he
died, he still speaks. 5By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death,
and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he
was commended as having pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to
please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and
that he rewards those who seek him. 7By faith Noah, being warned by God
concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving
of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the
righteousness that comes by faith. 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called
to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not
knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as
in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same
promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose
designer and builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive,
even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had
promised. 12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains
of sand by the seashore. 13These all died in faith, not having received the things
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For people who
speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been
thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had
opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for
them a city.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(please stand)
(Tradition dictates that our eyes follow the cross. Please remain standing until the
cross has been returned to its original position. The Gospel is read from the center
of the church to symbolize the Gospel in our midst.)

VERSE AND ALLELUIA
P

Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in them
the fire of Your love Alleluia. Luke 12:32

THE HOLY GOSPEL

LUKE 12:22-34

(Jesus encourages us to not fear, for God knows what we truly need.)
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter.

And [Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about
your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23For life
is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they
neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds
them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25And which of you by
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26If then you are not able
to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27Consider the
lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass,
which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much
more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29And do not seek what you are to
eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30For all the nations of the world
seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, seek
his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 32“Fear not, little flock, for it
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions,
and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old,
with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no
moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
22

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

(please be seated)

HYMN OF THE DAY
“O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe”

Public domain
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SERMON TEXT:
SERMON TITLE:

GENESIS 15:1-6
“STRONG FAITH”
(please stand)

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
(please be seated)

WE OFFER OUR FIRST FRUITS
(Financial support of Grace Lutheran Church is considered a privilege of
membership. Although all offerings are welcome, we do not expect them from our
visitors.)

VOLUNTARY

ORGAN
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
(please stand)

ECP 2022 – 2023 STAFF INSTALLATION
BACKPACK BLESSING
ENTERING HIGH SCHOOL BLESSING
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition ends with,
P Lord, in Your mercy
C hear our prayer.

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T
PREFACE

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks…Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear
our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI

(please be seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“The God of Abraham Praise”

5

Though nature’s strength decay,
And earth and hell withstand,
To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way
At His command.
The wat’ry deep I pass,
With Jesus in my view,
And through the howling wilderness
My way pursue.

LSB 798

6

The goodly land I see,
With peace and plenty blest:
A land of sacred liberty
And endless rest.
There milk and honey flow,
And oil and wine abound,
And trees of life forever grow
With mercy crowned.

7

There dwells the Lord our king,
The Lord our righteousness,
Triumphant o’er the world and sin,
The Prince of Peace.
On Zion’s sacred height
His kingdom He maintains
And glorious with His saints in light
Forever reigns.

8

The God who reigns on high
The great archangels sing,
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry,
“Almighty King!
Who was and is the same
And evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Father, great I AM!
We worship Thee!”

9

The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high.
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”
They ever cry.
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine!
I join the heav’nly lays:
All might and majesty are Thine
And endless praise!

Public domain

“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”

LSB 743

5

Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

6

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

Public domain

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

Public domain

(Please Stand)

LSB 575

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24–26

P The Lord bless you, and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you, and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

(please be seated)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HYMN TO DEPART
“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”

Public domain
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POSTLUDE
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To God Alone Be the Glory
THOSE WHO SERVE
Presiding Minister .......................................................................... Pastor Robert Pase
Organist.............................................................................................. Richelle Gengler
Acolyte ........................................................................................Jonathan Schumacher
Elders .......................................................................................... Thomas Wolfmueller
Ushers .................................................................................................... Steve DeShaw
................................................................................................................. Brent Keesee
........................................................................................................................ Mac Hall
......................................................................................................... Mark Zimmerman
Teller .......................................................................................................... Jerry Damm
Altar Guild ...........................................................................Cindy Hilton / Kelli Jones
Nursery ................................................................................................... Macy Dalager

GRACE PRAYS
We continue to pray for the following:
• Protection for our armed forces and strength for their families and Lt. Aaron Bell
and his family.
• Wisdom for our nation’s leaders.
• Continued guidance and blessing for Pastor Pase.
• Continued guidance and blessing for Ms. Carol.
• Strength and commitment in tending our baptismal journey.
• Our Stephen Ministers.
• Our ECP.

ONGOING HEALTH PROBLEMS
❖ Charles Colgan, BJ Haley, Jim Hill, Mary Ann Johnston, Royce Parsley,
Melinda Richmond, Eleen Schulze, David Stock, & Holly Walker.
ILL OR RECOVERING
❖ Chuck Wolfmueller (Thomas’ dad) the spot on the liver was not cancer. He will
start a clinical trial & chemo next week for two months. If the tumor shrinks
enough it will be surgically removed.
❖ Londyn McWhorter was diagnosed with an oblique fracture of her shin after
having X-Rays on 7/6. No surgery is needed at this time. She will be in a cast for
6 weeks.
❖ Kevin Christianson (family friend of Bob & Lisa Lange) is still in ICU and
continues to improve.
❖ Kamey Grabowski (Jason Hawkins’ sister) has stage 3 Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
Other test results have come back clear and Chemo will start 8/2, every 2 weeks
for 6 months.
❖ Steve Nobis (Cindy Hilton’s brother in Michigan) was diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer. He’s at Univ. of Michigan hospital to plan next steps and treatment.
❖ Shay Hammontree (husband of Michelle Wolfmueller’s friend) is at MCH being
treated for DVT.
❖ Hanson Harrison Baumann (Norma’s grandson) has tested positive for COVID.
❖ Trent & Traiger Massie (Carol’s grandsons) had ports put in on 7/22 and will
start their infusions soon.
❖ Ken Archer (Stacy Baker’s dad) is recovering in San Antonio from recent hip
surgery.
❖ Cheré Agnew (Clinton Baker’s mom) had lung surgery in Austin on 7/27.
❖ Barbara Horn (BJ’s daughter-in-law) is in MMH with a UTI, COVID and also
bladder cancer that has metastasized to her brain.
PRAYERS OF MOURNING
❖ Jane Pase died on 7/14.

The flowers this morning have been provided to the glory of God by
Sharon Burks
In memory of my parents’ 81st wedding anniversary.
God is good!
and
Gary & Sandra Parsley
In celebration of our wedding anniversary on August 6th
and our many blessings.

Grace Lutheran Church – LCMS
A Stephen Ministry Congregation
3000 West Golf Course Road
Midland, Texas 79701-2998
Church Office – (432) 697-3221
ECP Office – (432) 694-3063
www.GraceLutheranMidland.org
office@gracelutheranmidlandtx.org

Our Ministry Staff
Reverend Robert Pase, Senior Pastor ........................................................... 694-9253 or 425-9531
Carol Massie, Director of Children, Youth, & Family Life ..............................................638-4143
Mrs. Amy Hoppman, Early Childhood Director ...............................................................894-7027
Ms. Victoria J. Crawson, Church Office Administrator ........................................... 626-484-9723
Lea Keesee, Parish Nurse ..................................................................................................634-2580

PLEASE SEE GRACE IN ACTION FOR THE WEEK’S CALENDAR
AND OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING THE
MINISTRY OF OUR CONGREGATION!

