WELCOME TO GRACE: We rejoice over your presence this day as we gather in
the Name and in the worship of our Lord. If you are a GUEST with us today, we
hope you feel welcome in our church family and invite you to worship with us
again. If you are interested in membership at Grace or want to know more about
our church and our faith, please indicate your interest on the ATTENDANCE
FORM in the pew.
Grace’s Mission
T Sharing God’s Grace
T Living His Word
T Making Disciples
Grace Lutheran Church is one of more than six thousand congregations of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
We Believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God and the sole source for all
Christian teaching and practice. II Timothy 3:16
We Believe “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that
whosever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16
We Believe “by grace you have been saved through faith and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9
We Believe our relationship with everyone is based upon Jesus’ words: “Love one
another as I have loved you.” John 15:12
Child Care We care about your children. We encourage parents with small
children to help them participate in our worship. We ask you to have your children
go to the restroom and get a drink before the service, and refrain from leaving
during worship, unless there is an emergency. We have available a cry room
equipped with sound located at the back of the sanctuary. Children’s bulletins with
activities are available. A nursery is available for children age 3 and under. Ask an
usher for directions.
Hearing Impaired For those who need assistance, please ask an usher for a
wireless hearing aid. They are easy to use.

WORSHIP FOLDER
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 2, 2021
“GROWING IN GRACE”
AS WE GATHER
The images Jesus uses as He proclaims the kingdom of God often come from the
world of agriculture. His parables are filled with plants and trees and birds and
animals. Grapes, grapevines, and vineyards are all used as illustrations by Jesus as
He teaches the people who are His first hearers and us also. As people who have
been grafted as branches into Christ the Vine through Holy Baptism, we seek ways
to strengthen that connection as the Holy Spirit works in and through us. We now
nourish our faith as branches in Christ’s vineyard as we grow in Him by Word and
Sacrament.

TEACHING CONCERNING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Grace in the confession and glad confidence
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen
our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who
trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until he comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do
so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which
is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with
Pastor Pase or the Elder on duty.
[If your health limits you, please don’t feel required to stand during the worship service.]

In the Name of the
Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
CHIMES CALL TO WORSHIP
WELCOME

T SERVICE OF PREPARATION T
ENTRANCE HYMN
“Christ is Our Cornerstone”

Public domain

(Stand for Last Stanza)
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection.)
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T
KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE
“This Is the Feast”

LSB 155

© 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012017.

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

Let us pray. O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will.
Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You
promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(please be seated)

FIRST READING

ACTS 8:26-40

(Philip witnesses about Jesus to the Ethiopian official.)
26
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose
and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this
chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
32
Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he
was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not
his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34And the eunuch said to
Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture
he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road
they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents
me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both
went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And
when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away,
and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip
found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all
the towns until he came to Caesarea.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

PSALM 150; ANTIPHON: V. 6

P

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!

P
C

Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens!

P
C

Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his excellent greatness!

P
C

Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!

P
C

Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!

P
C
P
C
A

Praise him with sounding cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!

EPISTLE

1 JOHN 4:1-11

(An exhortation to lives of Christian love.)
1
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in
the world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for
he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the world;
therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from
God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen
to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 7Beloved, let us
love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God
and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is
love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only
Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(please stand)

VERSE AND ALLELUIA
P Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia. If anyone loves Me, he will
keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and
make Our home with him. Alleluia. Romans 6:9, John 14:23

HOLY GOSPEL

JOHN 15:1-8

(Jesus says that He is the vine and His people are the branches.)
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every
branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does
bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of
the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By
this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples.
1

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

(please be seated)

HYMN OF THE DAY

(Stand for Last Stanza)
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

5

Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6

Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,
And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

7

Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!

LSB 633

8

Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Public domain

(please be seated)

SERMON TEXT:
SERMON TITLE:

JOHN 15:1-8
ABIDE IN ME!
(please stand)

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
(please be seated)

VOLUNTARY

JOYFUL CHORUS
“Jesus Name Above All Names”
(please stand)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Each petition ends with,
P Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T
PREFACE

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks…Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear
our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI

(please be seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”

© 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012017.
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“Where Charity and Love Prevail”

5

Let us recall that in our midst
Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined
We are in Him made one.

6

For love excludes no race or clan
That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all
Whose Father is the same.

© 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012017.
Public domain
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“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”

© 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012017.
Public domain

LSB 465

(Please Stand)

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24–26

(please be seated)

ANNOUNCEMENTS / MEAL PRAYER
HYMN TO DEPART
“On What Has Now Been Sown”

Public domain

POSTLUDE
Acknowledgements. All Scripture is from the Concordia Edition of the English Standard Version of the Bible. Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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To God Alone Be the Glory
THOSE WHO SERVE
Presiding Minister ..................................................................... Reverend Robert Pase
Organist.............................................................................................. Richelle Gengler
Joyful Chorus Director ............................................................................. Cindy Hilton
Acolyte ...................................................................................... Charlotte Wolfmueller
Elders ...................................................................... Mark Zimmerman / Pete Lufholm
Ushers ............................................................................................................. Mac Hall
...................................................................................................................... Josh Jones
..................................................................................................................... Jeff Turner
............................................................................................................... Bryan Johnsen
.................................................................................................................... Todd Byars
Altar Guild ......................................................................... Mina Fitting / Pat Lufholm
Teller ..............................................................................................................................
Nursery ..................................................................................................... Allison Gray

GRACE PRAYS
We continue to pray for the following:
• Protection for our armed forces and strength for their families and Lt. Aaron Bell
and his family.
• Wisdom for our nation’s leaders.
• Continued guidance and blessing for Pastor Pase and his family.
• Strength and commitment in tending our baptismal journey.
• Our Stephen Ministers.
• Our ECP.

ONGOING HEALTH PROBLEMS
❖ Charles Colgan, BJ Haley, Jim Hill, Mary Ann Johnston, Royce Parsley, Jane Pase,
Jerry Penick, Allie Rambur, Melinda Richmond, Eleen Schulze, David Stock, and
Dell Wehmeyer.
ILL OR RECOVERING
❖ Kay Walker (Margie’s sister-in-law) is home from the hospital but in a lot of
pain.
❖ Reuben Zimmerman (Mark Zimmerman’s brother) isn’t improving. Waiting on
results of new blood work.
❖ Lisa (childhood friend of Sandra Parsley) has lymphoma, is no longer responding
to treatment and so treatment has stopped. She’s resting comfortably at home.
❖ Alice & Roger Barker (Sharon Burks’ sister & brother-in-law) – both are battling
serious health problems. Alice is at home in Mabank & Roger is in a
nursing/rehab facility in Rockwall.
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING
❖ Judy Marcis (Jane Pase’s mom) her 4/19 knee replacement went well & she was
discharged to go home on 4/10 where she will rehab.
❖ Mac Hall’s ulcers are healing and biopsies were negative.
❖ Rev. Carroll Kohl is home and doing well
PRAYERS OF MOURNING
❖ Pastor Richard Faerber (former Grace Pastor) died on 4/22.

The flowers this morning have been provided to the Glory of God by
Fred & Margie Norton
In celebration of Karsen’s 13th birthday on May 8th

Grace Lutheran Church – LCMS
A Stephen Ministry Congregation
3000 West Golf Course Road
Midland, Texas 79701-2998
Church Office – (432) 697-3221
ECP Office – (432) 694-3063
www.GraceLutheranMidland.org
office@gracelutheranmidlandtx.org

Our Ministry Staff
Reverend Robert Pase, Senior Pastor ........................................................... 694-9253 or 425-9531
Mrs. Amy Hoppman, Early Childhood Director ...............................................................874-7027
Ms. Victoria J. Crawson, Church Office Administrator ........................................... 626-484-9723
Lea Keesee, Parish Nurse ..................................................................................................634-2580

PLEASE SEE GRACE IN ACTION FOR THE WEEK’S CALENDAR
AND OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING THE
MINISTRY OF OUR CONGREGATION!

