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A Notefrom Pastor Pase

Dear Baptized Brothers and Sisters of the Lord,

{2 X 6KIFIG R2 @2dz GKAY]l 2F (GKS Odz2NNBy (i UXah dound lRd or sweetS y !
al ydzSty G!'@H !'8H ! @H¢

tKAa &SFNRa& OFYLIAIya KIFI@GS NBIfte 32G40Sy YS NAt SR dzLJ
{ dzZLINBYS / 2dz2NIi Ay GKS ol flyOSo . dz(i  &causeditGurely has Kekane &£t S O
distraction. And Satan is all about distractions.

This month we rejoice with four of brothers and sisters who will go through the Rite of Confirmation on the weekend of
May 1415. Yes, itis both days and yes | encouragg wvite you, challenge you to support these fellow baptized
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On Saturday, May 14at 6:00 pm in the sanctuary they will be questioned by me. Do yoeneiper your questioning?
How nervous you were? What comfort and strength there is in being surrounded and supported by your family! And
you are their family!

| have told them for two years how difficult this world is, how many distractions are ot tfidney are so cleverly
disguised that sometimes they are hard to discern. Going it alone, not surrounded by the Body of Christ sets one up fol
some dangerous situations.

I go back to this presidential campaign to make my point. | have heard Clwiséigmow important this election is,
again mainhpecause théalance of the Supreme Court is in play. | agree with them. But left to themselves this can
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What is wrong with that is the Lord Jesus is our obsession. Period! End of sentence! | love this country. | want the rig
man elected. | want the Supreme Court to be a constitutioradlyed court but | do not obsess over it. | will cast my

vote with prayer. | will pray every day for our country but | will remember that | am a member of the Kingdom of the
Right, the only Kingdom that is eternal. | will not let the political events of the day distract me from the joy and peace
that is mine as a baptizezhild of the Lord.

But sometimes, even | stumble as | watch too much political news. What | need at those times is someone to point me
back to the cross and the Kingdom that is our living and reigning Savior and Lord Jesus. | heed someone tolehow me
slyness of the deception.

We need each other!!lt is a baldfaced lie that we can do it alone. The Body of Christ, as it gathers together around
Wordand Sacrameris a definiteneedin these latter days. It is a need because we gather not around each other. We
are not the focus. We gather around the grace and peaceful presence of the Lord Jesus as He comes to us in Word al
Sacrament.

Our 2016 Confirmation Class will be joining us around Word and Sacrafregetherwe can encourage, support and
strengthen one another. (Theord,d O2 V(T AN ya a2 aiGNBy3IGKSy$¢ v
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working as the Head of the Body of Christ.

Support your fellow baptized brothers and sisters. Encourage and strengthen them! | need it. You need it. Our
confirmands need it. And thank therdonve have what we need in the gracious gift of Word and Sacrament.

Paet Pase
Fomans 1:16 %%



Our Baptismal Journey

Do we Christians really have to tithe? Are we really under a compulsion t
give? Aren't we free? Don't we have a freedom from theéhatwvas :
purchased for us by Jesus Chri st

The problem is that our sinful flesh uses our freedom for selfishness. Ch
did not die and rise so that we could give less and do less good work in ti
world. He died and rose to fres from the compulsion of the Law, to free
us from a burden we could not bear.

We are missing the point completely if we use the freedom from the Law that Christ won by His passion,
crucifixion, and resurrection to give less, or to do less of any godkl @brist set us free to live in His image

of faithfulness, generosity, and kindness. We are free from the Law's condemnation so that we can walk in th
good works the Lord has prepared for us.

Our freedom is not given to indulge our sinful and selfisbHl Our freedom was purchased and won by Christ
so that we could serve our neighbdrsour family, our society, our church.

As a result, much of your freedom is not a freedom from, but a freemlandfor. You are not freérom
serving your neighbor. &u are fredor service toward your neighbdrwillingly and without compulsion. You
are not fredrom giving to your church; you are fre¢olgive to your local congregation in joy, willingly, and
without compulsion.

The reason you are free to serve,rémeson you are free to give is because of Jesus Christ and the forgiveness
of sin He won for you on the cross, which He delivers to you in the Gospel and the sacraments. That is our
motivation. AFor God s o | o-begotten Sd)that wWhoewer lztljeves intdim He
wi || not perish but have eternal l'ifeo (John 3:1
begotten Son so that we do not perish, we also love one another in this way, by giving what we have so that
neighbor does not perish.

If the God who has provided the sacrifice for your eternal salvation, the God who delivers that salvation to yo
in Holy Baptism, the God who continues to forgive you and show you His faithfulness, if that same God is the
one whoalso promises to give you daily bread and take care of your earthly life, you can trust in Him, even in
giving. After all, Jesus Christ is proof that God loves you and will take care of you.

For
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MAY IS NATIONAL MILITARY
APPRECIATION MONTH

“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down

his life for his friends.” John 15:13
National Military Appreciation Month In 1999, the Senate and House of
(NMAM) is a time to recognize and honor all ~ Representatives adopted resolutions
men and women of our U.S. Armed Forces calling for Americans to recognize and
who have served throughout history and honor service members during NMAM
are serving today. It is also a time to through six national observances.

remember those who have given their lives
for our freedom.

May 1: Loyalty Day

(to reaffirm our loyalty to the U.S.)

May 1-7: Public Service Recognition Week
May 6: Military Spouse Appreciation Day
May 8: Victory in Europe Day (WWII)
May 21: Armed Forces Day

May 30: Memorial Day

This May, express your appreciation for our service members by providing
them with a Military BibleStick. This small digital audio player is designed
specifically for the safety of deployed Troops. Each one includes the

complete Audio New Testament along with 65 minutes of selected Psalms.

Your gifts are providing God’s peace, comfort, and hope to our Troops!

$25 purchases one Biblestick. Grace has supplied Biblesticks in the past two years for two
whole units. Sundays, May 22 and 29" (between Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day)

will be collection dates Checks are payable to. &r Acbaas
will be in the entryway.

| t Baby-Blessing Time!

Once again we are supporting the Midland Life Center by suppling items for
their Baby Boutique. At the Life Center, expecting moms(dads) are offered
4 classes about development in the womb, child development, parenting and
other life skills. Attendees earn i p o i toredsedn items from the Baby
Boutique.

This year our theme is Baby Showers which includes Bed Bath and Beyond ,
Yummy for My Tummy, Diapers and Wipers, and On the Go.

The Board of Missions and the four Thrivent Action Teams are counting on you
and the groups of Grace to shower the Baby Boutique with the needed items.
Help fill the entrance play pens from April 24-May 22. FYI the members that
sit in the same pew each Sunday morning can be a group. Think outside the
box. Please contact Cindy Hilton (432-638-7159) for further information.
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Grace Lutheran Early Childhood Program is accredited through National Lutheran School
Accreditation. A visiting team spent two days at Grace evaluating our overall effectiveness in the
areas that validate our mission and demonstrate our quality.

Grace ECP shares Jesus with the children and their families. We also
strive to operate with the highest standards of academic quality. The
A visiting team examined the religious ministry and educational emphasis of
*1/‘0 the school including curriculum, learning activities and materials, student
i ¥ GRACE needs and interests, staffing, and facilities.

- LUTHERAN

S
EARLYCHIWPROGRAM The visiting team report s whaleddae i We
of the school. The school speaks out for Christian Faith to the students and to the community very
effectively. o

Thank you, Grace, for your prayers and support of Grace Lutheran Early Childhood Program, the
best preschool in Midland. Mary Wood, Director

Ready For Your Clos&Jp?

The Board of Public Relationvgould liketo interviewYOQOU for a newsletter feature
column We want to highlighGrace membersach monttwith a picture and ahort
biographical sketchWe plan to interview twéamilies per month.Some will be our newest
member(s)pthers will be somewhat receartd others will benembersvho have been part
of Grace for many yearsyou will be contacted bgomenefrom the PR Board. Members
are: Nicol Benton, Sharon Burks, VidRyars, Evelyn Gunter and Kathy McCowmhank
you one and allContact Sharon Burks, Chairman yaith questions.

Confirmation ¥ eckend

Allison Ann Nicole Fox, Keelan Tyler Parrino.

Grayson Marie Price and Eric Glenn Smith

Will reaffirm their Baptism through the

A T T E R Rite of Confirmation.
‘ \/ I h
A 0 [ Join them in the sanctuary at 6:00pm on

Saturday, May 14™ for Questioning.
A reception will followin the Community

Room sponsored by the LWML Parish

Workers.



Grace i n ActionééMinis
Pillow Pals Ministr

The pillows the ladies of Grace have made have been very much appreciated! Here
is a message from Midland Memorial Hospital: | wish | could convey to you every
compliment of thankfulness I get from these ladies for the pillows.
Here are a few of their comments...

"l lost the book that you gave me in that bag, but | have not let go of my pillow".
"The pillow made the long drive back to Alpine bearable".
"My pillow never let my side in the hospital and | still keep it with me wherever | am
sitting or lying, now that | am home".

You ladies are making a difference for our ladies and they appreciate the pillows
s000000 much! Blessings!

Jenifer Dumire, BSN, RN, Nurse Navigator

Christmas-in-Action project work day in Midland.




Ascension Day Service

Ascension Day is the most
overlooked church festival day
Thursday, May 8is Ascension
Day and we will have an
Ascension Day service with
Holy Communion at 7:00 pm.
The Ascension of our Lord is
vitally important to our current
and future pl e
children. See you in church!

June 24-26, 2016: LWML Texas
District Convention in Lubbock 2
"l am the Vine, You are the Branches."
Need more information?Contact
Sharon Burks
at SandBburks@gmail.conor
432/682 -0047.




