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A Note from Pastor Pase

Dear Fellow Soldiers of the Cross,

Paul says in Romans 10: 15, AAnd how are they
beautifular e t he feet of those who preach the good

As you remember | was privileged to be the Chaplain on the LCMS Medical Mercy Team to Lira,

Uganda back in August. | was privileged to work side by side with Rev. James, a dedicated, faithful

pastor whchas numerous challenges. | immediately wanted assist him. But how? So many challenge
- ~= How do | choose?

' _ After one or two conversations with him it became obvious. His two feet, either
| walking or pedaling a bicycle is how he got around serving his fldtkes, he
. = has more than one congregation.) His beautiful feet needed help.

Everywhere | traveled saw peopl e wal
riding on a motorcycl e. | as kypuwasa am
Pastor?o0

His eyedit up. The possibilities! The Lutheran Church of Uganda is new at
notwell known so exposure is important. | knew that a motorcycle would
definitely be a vital aid in his Gospel ministry, not just a toy.

And as can see from the pictures the motorcigches now. It took a while, 7
about six months. The Lutheran Church of Uganda had to ask for a grant .
the LCMS (where we sent our money).The LCMS had to approve it. Soun
simple, but it took six months. The grant was approved back in early
December bt there were still some hoops to jump through.

But then it happened! I heard my
was Rev. James and he had sent pictures of he and his new motorcycle.
day was March 10

Now whenever | hear or see a motarieyon the street | say a little prayer for Rev. James and the
Lutheran Church of Uganda. | ask you to join me in this prayer.

And again | thank you! For sixteen years you have yet to surprise me. You all have a faith that steps
and | have seentime and time again. (I see it right now as the building addition takes shape.) | thank
you for accepting my challenge to purchase this motorcycle. Back on Oct8beicB6ck was sent to
LCMS Mission Advancement for $1,362.00. Pretty good machingh&ramount of change!

Look around and you will find opportunities t
way around the world either, but you may, like me, need to include the assistance of fellow brothers
and sisters in Christ.

Whata blessing it is to help advance the Gospel!

Paet Pase
Fomans 1:16
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opportunly to help two elderly ladieism our community. So we are
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Listen to

Pastor Robert Pase

on

Worldwide
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THE MESSENGER OF

GooD NEwWS

Fri., April 8, 8:00 a.m. CT
for the

Daily Lectionary Study
on His Time

and again

with asermonette
during morning prayer

between 9 and 9:30 a.m. CT

1\ erle Did you know that Christmas In Action was originally called
duﬁ{ﬁmbgi w'r Christmas In April? So, it's pretty appropriate that on the 16th of this
April, Grace has an opportunity to continue to reatside our
church walls with the love of Christ. The mission board, through the
outreach of CIA, will be doing some exterior paint work on two
homes here in Midland. The first home is located at 202 E Spruce Ave

and is owned by Jewel
Sims. The second hone &
located at 1403 E Chestnut
Ave and is owned by Corin
Rabb. This is a great

inviting any and all of our church family to come out and help in t .

community outreachEquipment, materlg, child care (if needed),

and lunch will be provided. It's also an opportunity to enjoy a little

sun, get a little exercise, maybe meet someone new, and help our neighbor. Look for more info in Grace In

Action and/or the pink sheet.
Contact person is JéfTurner @ 626991-6308.
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Our
Baptismal
Journey

The greatest surprise about Easter is not that Jesus is alive, risen from the
dead, out of the grave, that He conquered death and hell, and comes to meet
you as He promised. The greatestprise ighat He did all that and is not angry. There is no feau$ in His

return because He is not angry. He bears no grudge. He seeks no vengeance. He comes to give peace, with
mercy and forgiveness and salvation.

Jesus | ives and is not angry. | magine thée. dbBesn
blame you. For no one takes His life from Him. He lays it down of His own accord. He gives Himself into deat
to win us back from sin, death, and hell. He does it willingly without coercion. He does it sacrificially, Him for
us. He gave whatwa¢i s t o give. Thus His petition to the F
you in His resurrection. He comes alive out of death to forgive and to give His life to you.

There is nothing to be afraid of because Jesus is raised from thamgksdhot angry. Thus we are freéree

from worrying about how to make it up to Him, and free to give as He has given to us. He gave Himself as a
gift, His life in exchange for our death, willingly and sacrificially. And so it is that we are nowofigied in

like manner: willingly, sacrificially, with what we have been given.

We give to the church because it is in the church where our eyes have seen and our ears have heard that Je
|l ives and is not angry. | t ndfargivhness im Chwidt. dt is berewberelwe a r
continually receive that message of life, where He visits us to give peace, with mercy and forgiveness and
salvation.

So do not be afraid. Jesus lives, and He is not angry. The sacrifice has been made. The debt is canceled anc
forgotten. Righteousness is declared. Jesus lives. He lives, and He is not angry. You are restored. You are
reconciled to the Father in the Son.u¥duture is assured: Jesus lives. It is not just death and Hell, the devil and
his demons, that are undone. Your sins, your fear are undone. They are gone, forgotten, destroyed. Jesus liv
Hallelujah! Jesus lives. And because He lives, you are justaxoright with God, pleasing and delightful to

Him. You are forgiven, clean, pure, holy, and filled with His good works and with His Name. He is not angry.
He is glad to have you. He wants you. He loves you. He gave everything that is His to andvioltiggly,

and sacrificially. In faith and trust in Him, let us do likewise.
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Three Myths about the Crusades
What They Mean for Christian Witness

Below is a summary of an article by Dr. Paul Robison (seminary classmate) of Concordia, Seminary St. Louis
The article is irConcordia Journalyolume 42, number 1, pages-28.

The myths are aided by the fact that the definition of the Crusadesdeaotut. The most common definition
is, Athe official military expeditions | aunched
this definition doesn6t answer the question of h

The other main definition has to do with indul ge
pilgrimage to retake Jerusalem from Islam at the Council of Clermont (1095), part of the inducement to join in
the expedition was an indulgence. o

Here briefly are the three myths.

Myth #1: The crusaders were motivated by land, power, and wealth rather than be religion.

Dr. Robinson states that this is what was common
held sway for decades no small part because many historians refused to recognize religious belief as a real
motivation for any human activity, believing instead that religious rhetoric always masks and is a pretext for
economic or political motives. O

Myth #2: The Crusades we wars of conversion.

I n certain times Aconversion by force was pract.i
baptism after defeating them. o Musl i ms were for
unified the crowns.

Dr . Robinson says, fAThe Crusades typically did n

was never to convert the Muslim in the region Christianity. The goal was to drive them from Jerusalem and tr
surrounding territories. o

fi Br most, the objects of crusading were the liberation or defense of Jerusalem and personal salvation aided
the Crusade indulgence. Crusades to the Holy Land were not wars of conversion but led to wars of conversi
within Europe as a way of purifyinpte chur ch, i n part at | east to ga

Myth #3: The Crusades initiated conflict between the West and the Muslim world that continued uninterruptec
to the present. ABoth the West analtthe Grasaddatisat hasrittlew o
to do with the distant past but 1 s nevertheless

The conflict is of more recent origin. Dr. Robinson points out that during the Enlightenment the thinkers of th
day hated the Crusades and used them as an example of what was wrong with the Middle Ages, specifically
meaning the c¢hurecurabasiairs. nvol vement in s

Today for many Muslims the woi@hristianis equal toNVestern They fail to demonstrated a difference
between church and state. When President Bush attacked Afghanistan it was seen as new Crusade.

| conclude withl Ddi.n@Rodbae miseomdess .conftAccusations at
or Muslim fundamentalists, do us the service of reminding us that we cannot simply ignore the past. Instead
need to be ready with informed and thoughtful conversationin orleato t hf ul | y be Godds
first century. o
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oooohh, Baby, Baby!

Once again we are supporting the Midland Life Center by suppling items for

y their Baby Boutique. This year our themdeby Showerwhich includes
ot Bed Bath and Beyondummy for My Tummidiapers and WipersandOn
T ~ the Go Check the cover of the newsletter for dates and list of items.

O O " ' Atthe Life Center, expecting moms(and dads) are offered .= .

b - classes about development in the womb, child developm e
parenting and other Iife skills. 4,.L~/'de'
the Baby Boutique. O
The Board of Missions is counting on yand thegroups of Grace to shower \ /C{\

the Baby Boutique with the needed itemBY| the members that sit in the samew
each Sunday morning can be a group. Think outside the box. Please contact Cindy Hitton (4.
638-7159) for further information.

; wé Spiritual Blessings

Praise be to the God@nd
' Father of our LordJesus
2 Christ, who has blessed us
Linythe heavenly realms with
every spiritual blessing in
Christ. Ephesians 1:3 NIV

a FOOD FOR THE POOR

Saving Lives... Transforming Communities... Renewing Hope

Our Sunday School Offering for the Quartai | | Go to AFood f
The offering gathered iBunday School goes to Missions warrkd the focus this quarter is
Food forthe Poos peci fi cal l vy, Pastor Chands Church

Food for the Poor is more than
- To date, more than 3,500 housing units have been built in
Guakemala for families in need of shelter
- We support more than 250 projects that give women job training
- Agricultural projects have been established throughout the
country, helping farmers grow more radishes, onions,
cauliflower, cabbage and avocados

6




CEF CHATTER

Texas CEF serving Congregations since 1888

Have you registered for the
28" Annual CEF Conference
Call us today 888-951-1233

Rebate Checks Continue to Grow ... CEF pays out a record $540,000 in loan rebates

Please read the small print, 113 congregations received 2015 CEF Rebate checks!

Does your congregation have a loan with the Texas District Church Extension Fund? Currently, more than 100
Texas District LCMS congregations have loans with CEF. Congratulations to the 113 congregations that received a
2015 rebate check! Talk with your CEF congregation representative and pastor to find out more about the rebate
program. We love to write rebate checks! See the next page for more good news ...

Abilene, Our Savior
Amarillo, Christ

Amarillo, Trinity
Arlington, Beautiful Savior
Arlington, Holy Cross
Austin, Beautiful Savior
Austin, Jesus Deaf

Austin, Mt. Olive

Austin, St. Paul

Austin, Hope

Austin, Redeemer

Austin, Redeeming Grace
Austin, Our Savior

Azle, Good Shepherd
Baytown, Redeemer
Beaumont, St. John

Big Spring, Alive in Christ
Borger, Good Shepherd
Bowie, St. Peter

Brenham, Grace

Bryan, Bethel

Canton, Holy Cross

Cedar Park, Good Shepherd
College Station, Holy Cross
Corpus Christi, Lord of Life
Corsicana, Faith

Crockett, Grace

Cypress, St. John

Dalhart, Grace

Dallas, Zion

Dallas, St. Paul

Denton, St. Paul

DeSoto, Cross of Christ
Fairfield, Trinity

Forney, Water of Life
Fort Worth, Redeemer
Fredericksburg, Resurrection
Friendswood, Hope
Frisco, Waters Edge
Garland, Tree of Life
Garland, Concordia

The Grove, St. Paul
Georgetown, Faith
Granbury, Our Savior
Groves, St. Paul

Gun Barrel City, St. Peter
Haslet, Holy Shepherd
Hewitt, Peace

Houston, Mt. Olive
Houston, Christ Memorial
Houston, Epiphany
Houston, Family of Faith
Houston, Gethsemane
Houston, St. Andrew
Houston, Holy Cross
Houston, Trinity
Houston, Living Water
Houston, LINC

Humble, Lamb of God
Huntsville, Faith

Hurst, Peace

Katy, Memorial

Keller, Messiah

Kerrville, Hosanna
Killeen, Grace

Kingwood, Christ the King
La Grange, Mt Calvary
Lake Jackson, St. Mark
Lakeway, ACTS

Lubbock, Christ

Lubbock, Hope

Mansfield, St. John
Marble Falls, Hope
Midland, Holy Cross

Mt. Pleasant, Good Shepherd
Nacogdoches, Redeemer
New Braunfels, Cross
Newark, Victory in Christ
Odessa, Emmanuel
Orange, Grace

Palestine, Bethlehem
Pasadena, Zion
Pflugerville, Point of Grace
Plainview, St. Paul

Plano, St. Paul

Plano, Messiah

Roanoke, St. Peter
Rockport, Peace

Rockwall, Our Savior
Round Rock, King of Kings

CEF Interest Rates

N

San Antonio, Crown of Life
San Antonio, King of Kings
San Antonio, Shepherd of the Hills
San Antonio, Mt Olive

San Antonio, Mt. Calvary
San Antonio, St. Paul
Seguin, Grace

Smithville, Grace

Spring, Resurrection
Stephenville, Faith

Sugar Land, Faith

Sugar Land, Fishers of Men
Taylor, Trinity

Temple, Immanuel
Texarkana, First

Tomball, Salem

Tomball, Zion

Tyler, Trinity

Vernon, St Paul

Vernon, Zion

Waco, St. Paul
Weatherford, Trinity
Wichita Falls, Our Redeemer

TOTAL: $540,000
What Sunday morning

service have you designated
to present the rebate check

to your congregation?
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Investment Fixed Rate @ Floating Rate @ | CEF Chatter is published monthly by:
Rate  APY Rate  APY 1 Texas District 3¢ The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
One Year Note @ 1.000% 1.00% 0.750% 0.75% Church Extension Fund
Three Year Note ® 1.750% 1.76% 1.375% 1.38% 7900 E. Hwy 290 e Austin Texas 78724
Five Year Note © 2.000% 2.02% 1.750% 1.76% Visit us on the Web: www.TexasCEF.org
Flex Savings 0.500% 0.50% E-mail: Invest@TexasCEF.org
Accounts For Congregations 512.646.1233  1.888.951.1CEF (1.888.951.1233)
Congregation Savings 1.000% 1.00%
Building Fund Savings 2.000% 2.02% Follow us on Facebook ...
(1) Subject to penalty for early withdrawal. (2) Ratssubject to change. Rates reviewed monthly. Texas District Church www.facebook.com/texascef ¢
ion Fund is a nonprofit religi CEFil are not SIPC- or FDIC-insured bank deposit
accounts. This does not mnsmute an offer to sell or a request to buy. The offer is made solely by CEF's Offering Circular.

The mission of the Texas District Church Extension Fund is to extend God’s Kingdom by boldly and responsibly

assisting congregations to acquire land and buildings and by linking investors with congregations.







