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A Note from Pastor Pase 
 

Dear Fellow Soldiers of the Cross, 
 

Paul says in Romans 10:15, ñAnd how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, óHow 

beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!ô" 
 

As you remember I was privileged to be the Chaplain on the LCMS Medical Mercy Team to Lira, 

Uganda back in August.  I was privileged to work side by side with Rev. James, a dedicated, faithful 

pastor who has numerous challenges.  I immediately wanted assist him. But how? So many challenges! 

How do I choose? 
 

After one or two conversations with him it became obvious.  His two feet, either 

walking or pedaling a bicycle is how he got around serving his flocks. (Yes, he 

has more than one congregation.) His beautiful feet needed help.  
 

Everywhere I traveled saw people walking, riding bicycles and é driving or 

riding on a motorcycle.  I asked James, ñWhat would a motorcycle do for you as a 

Pastor?ò   
 

His eyes lit up. The possibilities! The Lutheran Church of Uganda is new and 

not well known, so exposure is important. I knew that a motorcycle would 

definitely be a vital aid in his Gospel ministry, not just a toy. 
 

And as can see from the pictures the motorcycle is his now.  It took a while, 

about six months. The Lutheran Church of Uganda had to ask for a grant from 

the LCMS (where we sent our money).The LCMS had to approve it. Sounds 

simple, but it took six months.  The grant was approved back in early 

December but there were still some hoops to jump through. 
 

But then it happened!  I heard my phone ñping.ò  Someone messaged me. It 

was Rev. James and he had sent pictures of he and his new motorcycle.  The 

day was March 10th.   
 

Now whenever I hear or see a motorcycle on the street I say a little prayer for Rev. James and the 

Lutheran Church of Uganda.  I ask you to join me in this prayer. 
 

And again I thank you!  For sixteen years you have yet to surprise me. You all have a faith that steps us 

and I have seen it time and time again. (I see it right now as the building addition takes shape.)  I thank 

you for accepting my challenge to purchase this motorcycle.  Back on October 30th a check was sent to 

LCMS Mission Advancement for $1,362.00.  Pretty good machine for that amount of change!   
 

Look around and you will find opportunities to help advance the Gospel.  You donôt need to go half 

way around the world either, but you may, like me, need to include the assistance of fellow brothers 

and sisters in Christ.   
 

What a blessing it is to help advance the Gospel! 
 

Pastor Pase 
Romans 1:16  
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Listen to 

  

Pastor Robert Pase 

  

on 

                                                 

 Fri., April 8, 8:00 a.m. CT 

  

for the 
  

Daily Lectionary Study 

on His Time 
  

and again 
  

with a sermonette 

during morning prayer 
  

between 9 and 9:30 a.m. CT 

  
 

Did you know that Christmas In Action was originally called 

Christmas In April? So, it's pretty appropriate that on the 16th of this 

April, Grace has an opportunity to continue to reach outside our 

church walls with the love of Christ. The mission board, through the 

outreach of CIA, will be doing some exterior paint work on two 

homes here in Midland. The first home is located at 202 E Spruce Ave 

and is owned by Jewel 

Sims. The second home is 

located at 1403 E Chestnut 

Ave and is owned by Corin 

Rabb. This is a great 

opportunity to help two elderly ladies in our community. So we are 

inviting any and all of our church family to come out and help in this 

community outreach.  Equipment, materials, child care (if needed), 

and lunch will be provided. It's also an opportunity to enjoy a little 

sun, get a little exercise, maybe meet someone new, and help our neighbor. Look for more info in Grace In 

Action and/or the pink sheet. 
Contact person is Jeff Turner @ 626-991-6308. 
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Our  
           Baptismal 
                                Journey 
 

 

The greatest surprise about Easter is not that Jesus is alive, risen from the 

dead, out of the grave, that He conquered death and hell, and comes to meet 

you as He promised. The greatest surprise is that He did all that and is not angry. There is no fear for us in His 

return because He is not angry. He bears no grudge. He seeks no vengeance. He comes to give peace, with 

mercy and forgiveness and salvation.  

 

Jesus lives and is not angry. Imagine that. He is not angry. He doesnôt blame those who killed Him. He doesnôt 

blame you. For no one takes His life from Him. He lays it down of His own accord. He gives Himself into death 

to win us back from sin, death, and hell. He does it willingly without coercion. He does it sacrificially, Him for 

us. He gave what was His to give. Thus His petition to the Father from the cross, ñForgive themò is granted to 

you in His resurrection. He comes alive out of death to forgive and to give His life to you.  

 

There is nothing to be afraid of because Jesus is raised from the dead and is not angry. Thus we are free - free 

from worrying about how to make it up to Him, and free to give as He has given to us. He gave Himself as a 

gift, His life in exchange for our death, willingly and sacrificially. And so it is that we are now free to give in 

like manner: willingly, sacrificially, with what we have been given. 

 

We give to the church because it is in the church where our eyes have seen and our ears have heard that Jesus 

lives and is not angry. It is here where we learn of Godôs mercy and forgiveness in Christ. It is here where we 

continually receive that message of life, where He visits us to give peace, with mercy and forgiveness and 

salvation.  

 

So do not be afraid. Jesus lives, and He is not angry. The sacrifice has been made. The debt is canceled and 

forgotten. Righteousness is declared. Jesus lives. He lives, and He is not angry. You are restored. You are 

reconciled to the Father in the Son. Your future is assured: Jesus lives. It is not just death and Hell, the devil and 

his demons, that are undone. Your sins, your fear are undone. They are gone, forgotten, destroyed. Jesus lives. 

Hallelujah! Jesus lives. And because He lives, you are just. You are right with God, pleasing and delightful to 

Him. You are forgiven, clean, pure, holy, and filled with His good works and with His Name. He is not angry. 

He is glad to have you. He wants you. He loves you. He gave everything that is His to and for you, willingly 

and sacrificially. In faith and trust in Him, let us do likewise.  
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Three Myths about the Crusades 

What They Mean for Christian Witness 
 

Below is a summary of an article by Dr. Paul Robison (seminary classmate) of Concordia, Seminary St. Louis.  

The article is in Concordia Journal¸ volume 42, number 1, pages 28-40. 
 

The myths are aided by the fact that the definition of the Crusades is not clear cut.  The most common definition 

is, ñthe official military expeditions launched from Europe to the Holy Land and sanctioned by the pope.ò  But 

this definition doesnôt answer the question of how many Crusades there were. 
 

The other main definition has to do with indulgence.  ñWhen Pope Urban II announced his plan for an armed 

pilgrimage to retake Jerusalem from Islam at the Council of Clermont (1095), part of the inducement to join in 

the expedition was an indulgence.ò   
 

Here briefly are the three myths. 
 

Myth #1: The crusaders were motivated by land, power, and wealth rather than be religion. 

Dr. Robinson states that this is what was commonly taught in high school history classes. ñThis analysis has 

held sway for decades in no small part because many historians refused to recognize religious belief as a real 

motivation for any human activity, believing instead that religious rhetoric always masks and is a pretext for 

economic or political motives.ò 
 

Myth #2: The Crusades were wars of conversion. 

In certain times ñconversion by force was practiced by Christians. Charlemagne forced pagan Saxons to receive 

baptism after defeating them.ò  Muslims were forced to convert too in Spain when Ferdinand and Isabella 

unified the crowns.   
 

Dr. Robinson says, ñThe Crusades typically did not approach this extreme, and the overall goal of the Crusades 

was never to convert the Muslim in the region Christianity. The goal was to drive them from Jerusalem and the 

surrounding territories.ò   
 

ñFor most, the objects of crusading were the liberation or defense of Jerusalem and personal salvation aided by 

the Crusade indulgence.  Crusades to the Holy Land were not wars of conversion but led to wars of conversion 

within Europe as a way of purifying the church, in part at least to gain Godôs favor for het Crusades.ò 
 

Myth #3: The Crusades initiated conflict between the West and the Muslim world that continued uninterrupted 

to the present. ñBoth the West and the Muslim world have received a narrative about the Crusades that has little 

to do with the distant past but is nevertheless used to fuel the conflicts of the present.ò   
 

The conflict is of more recent origin.  Dr. Robinson points out that during the Enlightenment  the thinkers of the 

day hated the Crusades and used them as an example of what was wrong with the Middle Ages, specifically 

meaning the churchôs involvement in secular affairs.  
 

Today for many Muslims the word Christian is equal to Western.  They fail to demonstrated a difference 

between church and state.  When President  Bush attacked Afghanistan it was seen as new Crusade.  
 

I conclude with Dr. Robinsonôs concluding sentences:  ñAccusations about the Crusades, whether from atheists 

or Muslim fundamentalists, do us the service of reminding us that we cannot simply ignore the past.  Instead we 

need to be ready with informed and thoughtful conversation in order to faithfully be Godôs people in the twenty-

first century.ò 
 

Pastor Pase 
Romans 1:16 
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oooohh, Baby, Baby!  
 

 Once again we are supporting the Midland Life Center by suppling items for 

their Baby Boutique. This year our theme is Baby Showers which includes 

Bed Bath and Beyond, Yummy for My Tummy, Diapers and Wipers, and On 

the Go.  Check the cover of the newsletter for dates and list of items.  
 

 At the Life Center, expecting moms(and dads) are offered 

classes about development in the womb, child development, 

parenting and other life skills.  Attendees earn ñpointsò to redeem items from 

the Baby Boutique.  
 

The Board of Missions is counting on you and the groups of Grace to shower 

the Baby Boutique with the needed items.   FYI the members that sit in the same pew 

each Sunday morning can be a group.  Think outside the box. Please contact Cindy Hilton (432-

638-7159) for further information. 
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Our Sunday School Offering for the Quarter Will Go to ñFood for the Poorò 
The offering gathered in Sunday School goes to Missions work and the focus this quarter is 

Food for the Poor, specifically, Pastor Chanôs Church (Lutheran) in Guatemala. 
 

Food for the Poor is more than just foodé... 

- To date, more than 3,500 housing units have been built in 

Guatemala for families in need of shelter 

- We support more than 250 projects that give women job training 

- Agricultural projects have been established throughout the 

  country, helping farmers grow more radishes, onions,  
  cauliflower, cabbage and avocados 
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