WORSHIP FOLDER
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
“FORGIVE YOUR BROTHER FROM THE HEART”
AS WE GATHER
Forgiveness is filled with questions. How often must I forgive? Is there a limit to
the grace of forgiveness? What is the connection between God’s forgiveness to me
and my forgiveness to others? The answer to these questions lies in Christ. As our
heavenly Father has forgiven us, so do we forgive one another in His name. This
forgiveness is clearly and beautifully shown in the example of Joseph, who was
sold into slavery by his brothers and then forgave them because of God’s mercy.
[If your health limits you, please don’t feel required to stand during the worship
service.]
Hearing devices are available from an usher.

In the Name of the
Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit
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T SERVICE OF PREPARATION T
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME
ENTRANCE HYMN

(please stand for last stanza)

“Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure”
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LSB 533

© 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012017.
Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer
and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us
to everlasting life. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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KYRIE

LSB 204

HYMN OF PRAISE

LSB 204

“Gloria in Excelsis.”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout
prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that
what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T
(please be seated)

SPECIAL MUSIC

JOYFUL CHORUS
“Come Down, O Love Divine”

OLD TESTAMENT READING

GENESIS 50:15-21

(At the death of their father, Jacob, Joseph reassured his brothers that he forgave
them and recognized the hand of God at work in their lives.)
15
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be
that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So
they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he
died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their
sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His
brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your
servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God?
20
As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I
will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke
kindly to them.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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PSALM

PSALM 103:1-12; ANTIPHON: V. 13

P

As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion
to those who fear him.

P
C

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name!

P
C

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits,

P
C

who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,

P
C

who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

P
C

who satisfies you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

P
C

The LORD works righteousness
and justice for all who are oppressed.

P
C

He made known his ways to Moses,
his acts to the people of Israel.

P
C

The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

P
C

He will not always chide,
nor will he keep his anger forever.

P
C

He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.

P
C

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;

P
C

as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.

A

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P

As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion
to those who fear him.
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EPISTLE

ROMANS 14:1-12

(If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord.)
1
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over
opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats
only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let
not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has
welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is
before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord
is able to make him stand. 5One person esteems one day as better than another,
while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his
own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The
one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the
one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For
none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 10Why do you pass judgment on
your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand
before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 12So then each of
us will give an account of himself to God.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
(please stand)

VERSE AND ALLELUIA
P

Alleluia. If you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you.”. Alleluia. Matthew 6:14
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THE HOLY GOSPEL

MATTHEW 18:21-35

(How often must I forgive my brother? How often has God forgiven you?)
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
21
Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not
say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.23“Therefore the kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten
thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold,
with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him
and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow
servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him
and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as
I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until
he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

P
C

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
(please be seated)

CHILDREN’S SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY

LSB 845

“Where Charity and Love Prevail”

5

Let us recall that in our midst
Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined
We are in Him made one.

6

For love excludes no race or clan
That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all
Whose Father is the same.

© 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012017.
Public domain

SERMON TITLE:
SERMON TEXT:

NO “YEAH BUT…”
MATTHEW 18:21-35
(please stand)
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APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life  everlasting. Amen.
(please be seated)

VOLUNTARY

REV. PHILLIP ALLMAN/BARITONE
“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”
(please stand)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Each petition ends with,
P Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

CLOSING COLLECT
BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION
P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

C

(please be seated)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Numbers 6:24-26

HYMN TO DEPART

LSB 851

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”

Public domain

POSTLUDE
Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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To God Alone Be the Glory
THOSE WHO SERVE
Proclaimer .................................................................................. Reverend Robert Pase
Liturgist..................................................................................Reverend Phillip Allman
Organist.............................................................................................. Richelle Gengler
Joyful Chorus Director ............................................................................. Cindy Hilton
Baritone..................................................................................Reverend Phillip Allman
Acolyte ...................................................................................................... Cutter Lange
Elders ................................................................................... Gene Abel / Brent Keesee
Ushers ..................................................................................................... Jerry Gilmore
................................................................................................................. Pete Lufholm
............................................................................................................... Steve DeShaw
........................................................................................................................Sam Witt
......................................................................................................................Gene Abel
Altar Guild ........................................................................ Cindy Hilton / Mina Fitting

GRACE PRAYS
We continue to pray for the following:
• Protection for our armed forces and strength for their families and Lt. Aaron Bell
and his family.
• Wisdom for our nation’s leaders.
• Continued guidance and blessing for Pastor Pase, Pastor Allman and their families.
• Strength and commitment in tending our baptismal journey.
• Our Stephen Ministers.
• Our ECP.
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ONGOING HEALTH PROBLEMS
❖ BJ Haley, Jim Hill, Mary Ann Johnston, Royce Parsley, Jane Pase,
Melinda Richmond, Eleen Schulze, David Stock, and Dell Wehmeyer.
ILL OR RECOVERING
❖ Allisen (daughter of former members Allan & Collette Rambur) Her platelets were
good. She had her last chemo treatment on 9/9. She will be in the hospital for 4-5
days.
❖ Delores Meek was to be transferred to the continued care hospital at MCH in
Odessa on 9/10 or 9/11 depending on the weather.
❖ Walther Marcis (Jane Pase’s dad) continued prayers for healing and wisdom for
further treatment.
❖ Molly Bynum (Ross Bynum’s sister) has breast cancer and had a mastectomy on
8/25.
❖ Suzi Swiney (friend of Fred & Margie Norton) is out of the hospital but still in
Mexico. She is having some swelling in her leg. Praying she can come home soon.
❖ Brayden Blair (family of Emma Ruth Stock) is in the hospital in Lubbock for 6
days of chemo for Burkett Lymphoma cancer.
❖ Bill (Alyson Allman’s maternal grandfather) was taken back to the hospital with
an infection. Doctors expect him to pass soon.
❖ Amber (friend of Fern DeLaGarza) is undergoing surgeries and chemo for cancer.
PRAYERS OF MOURNING
❖ Cole Stanley (friend of Brandon & Stephanie Mitchell) was killed in a hunting
accident on 8/15.
❖ Norman Gurgel (Alyson Allman’s great-uncle) died 8/16 in Chicago.
❖ Leighrene Kohl (wife of Rev. Carroll Kohl, Em., Big Spring) died 8/16.
❖ Lena Teinert died 8/16.
❖ Mike Higgins (Sherry Smith’s brother) died 8/31.
❖ Marilyn (Delores Meek’s older sister) died early the week of 9/7.
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The flowers this morning have been provided to the Glory of God by
Jim Raven
In remembrance of my mother, Lorna Raven’s birthday this month.

Grace Lutheran Church – LCMS
A Stephen Ministry Congregation
3000 West Golf Course Road
Midland, Texas 79701-2998
Church Office – (432) 697-3221
ECP Office – (432) 694-3063
www.GraceLutheranMidland.org
office@gracelutheranmidlandtx.org

Our Ministry Staff
Reverend Robert Pase, Senior Pastor ........................................................... 694-9253 or 425-9531
Reverend Phillip Allman, Associate Pastor ......................................................................288-2201
Ms. Amy Hoppman, Early Childhood Director ................................................................874-7027
Ms. Victoria J. Crawson, Church Office Administrator ........................................... 626-484-9723
Lea Keesee, Parish Nurse ..................................................................................................634-2580
Please see Grace in Action for the week’s calendar and other
important information regarding the ministry of our congregation!
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